Session 3: Fostering innovation and
entrepreneurial ecosystems in the EU
Fostering innovation and entrepreneurial ecosystems in the European Union:
Tuesday 14 March, 9:30-11:00
Chair: Phil Budden, MIT Sloan School of Management
Panelists:
Prof Suzanne Berger, MIT Political Science
Prof Fiona Murray, MIT Sloan School of Management
Donna Chisholm, Highlands and Islands Enterprise (Scotland)
Lourdes Núñez-Müller, Granada Health Science Technological Park (Spain)

Innovation, entrepreneurship & ‘ecosystems’
Our panel looks to ‘ecosystems’ as important to innovation and entrepreneurship
for not just the ‘euro area’ but the wider European Union (EU)
Panelists:
Prof Suzanne Berger, MIT Political Science: “From Innovation to Market”.
Insights from MIT’s ‘Production in the Innovation Economy’ (PIE) Commission
on new ‘Industrial Ecosystems’ and Manufacturing Innovation Institutes (MIIs)
Prof Fiona Murray, MIT Sloan School of Management: “Innovation ecosystems”.
Insights from MIT’s Innovation Initiative (MITii), its Lab for Innovation Science &
Policy, and the MIT Regional Entrepreneurship Acceleration Program (REAP).

Innovation and entrepreneurial
ecosystems in ‘regions’ of the EU
Such ‘ecosystems’ are important to fostering innovation & entrepreneurship, and
research confirms that these ‘ecosystems’ seem to be ‘regional’.
The European Union (EU) defines its ‘regions’ through the ‘Nomenclature of
Territorial Units for Statistics’ (Fr. acronym ‘NUTS’), from ‘level 1’ (ie Member
States’ largest units) down to ‘level 3’ regions (counties, provinces, cities, etc)
Panelists:
Donna Chisholm, Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) which operates in the
NUTS-2 Highlands/Islands ‘region’ of Scotland (a NUTS-1 region of the UK).
Lourdes Núñez-Müller, Health Science Technological Park of Granada, a NUTS-3
region of Andalusia (NUTS-2) in southern Spain (NUTS-1).

Scotland and MIT REAP

Insights for the Conference?
Conference has provided frameworks for evaluating innovation and entrepreneurship
at the ecosystem-level that enable regional ‘comparative advantage’ as well as to
encompass the larger, more integrated European context
MIT Regional Entrepreneurship Acceleration Program (REAP) has provided regional examples
(at the EU’s NUTS-2 and -3 levels) on how to leverage cutting-edge academic research and
technology to identify evidence-based solutions.
Next panel will look at the factors that support (or hinder) the scaling-up of
promising new ventures…
…and the concluding panel will extract policy lessons for the ‘euro area’, the wider
EU and the larger, more integrated European context

