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EPC Schemes: adherence status 

Source: EPC, April 2026 

Region
SCT  
Inst

SCT
SDD 
Core

SDD 
B2B

OCT 
Inst

VOP       
(PSPs)

VOP 
(RVMs) 

Euro Area 2734 2959 2664 2253 95 2743

Non-Euro Area 83 580 118 82 25

Total 2817 3539 2782 2335 95 2768 58
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Instant Payments in Europe (SCT Inst) (1/3)

Key numbers1

1. Source: EPC data
2. Source: EPC elaboration on EPC and ECB data
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Instant Payments in Europe (SCT Inst) (2/3)

% of SCT Inst on total Credit Transfers, 
updated Q1-2026, SEPA area

5

% of SCT Inst on total non-cash transactions, 
updated Q4-2025, Euro area
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Source: EPC elaboration on EPC and ECB data
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Instant Payments in Europe (SCT Inst) (3/3)
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▪ Some of the relevant change requests (CRs) currently in public consultation:

• CR#04* extension of character length for Name → extend the character length for the ‘Name’ 
field from 70 to 140 characters, to align to international standards e.g., CBPR+

• CR#10 Beneficiary-initiated Repayment → to foster e.g., the use of SCT Inst at the Point of 
Interaction (IP@POI), facilitating merchant-initiated repayment, corresponding to refunds in card 
schemes

• CR#12 make OCT Inst mandatory for certain SCT Inst scheme participants → to make the OCT Inst 
scheme mandatory for SCT Inst scheme participants, following a staggered and proportional 
approach

• CR#25 procedure for partial recovery of funds for fraudulent transfers → to facilitate a partial 
recovery of funds in case a total recovery of funds fail due to insufficient funds in the beneficiary 
account

SCT Inst, next steps

IMPORTANT
• The SCT Inst public consultation document, including the full list of CRs submitted, is available on the EPC 

website: SEPA Instant Credit Transfer Rulebook - Public Consultation Document on 2026 Change Requests and 
Response Template | European Payments Council

• The 3-month public consultation on SCT Inst and all other EPC payment schemes is open until 11 June 2026

* CR applies to all 5 EPC payment scheme rulebooks
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VOP, next steps

▪ VOP 1.1 
• Scope: minor update for errata and clarifications  
• Published: 16 Mar 2026
• Live: 20 September 2026
• ART1 and EDS (test env.) updated to VOP 1.1, available from May

▪ VOP 2.0 
• 27 CRs have been analysed by the EPC and submitted to public consultation, including: 

• CR#7, CR#8, CR#9 → Addition of more granular NOAP codes, extension of HTTPS error codes, etc.  
• CR#13 Make VOP scheme credit- and scheme-agnostic → VOP extension to non-EPC / non-Euro schemes in the EEA
• CR#23 Search key in EDS based on IBAN instead of BIC → Improved routing mechanism based on IBAN-to-URI
• CR#26 Changes required for the adherence of non-EEA PSPs → VOP extension to non-EEA SEPA countries

• Publishing (planned): Nov 2026
• Live (planned): Nov 2027

▪ IMPORTANT
• The VOP 2.0 public consultation document, including the full list of CRs submitted, is available on the EPC website: Public 

consultation: Change requests for Verification Of Payee (VOP) Rulebook version 2.0 | European Payments Council
• The 3-month public consultation on VOP 2.0 is open until 30 June 2026

1. ART = API Reference Toolbox, EPC platform for RVMs and PSPs’ self-certification 
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PSMB
29 Oct.

Call for change requests

PSMB
12 Feb.

At Risk

Completed

In progress

Not Started

Delayed

VOP, 2026 high-level roadmap
Jan. 2026 Feb. 2026 Dec. 2026Nov. 2026Oct. 2026Mar. 2026 Sep. 2026Aug. 2026Apr. 2026 Jul. 2026May 2026 Jun. 2026

End of v1.1 public consultation
End of v2.0 call for CRs

15 Feb.

PSMB
29 Apr.

PSMB
9 Sep.

Publication 
of RB v1.1
16 Mar.

Effective date 
of RB v1.1
20 Sep.

Publication 
of RB v2.0
27 Nov.

First review Public Consultation
Final review PSMB 

approval
of the CRs

RB update
PSMB 

approval
of the RB

Publication 
27 Nov.

Update FAQs following v1.1

Update ART

Update EDS

Inquiry and compensation process

Pilot

Test for v1.1 available

ART ready with 
v1.1  and open 
to all

Release 
26 Mar.

Release 
6 May

EDS with v1.1 
in Production

Updated statistics requirements

PSMB 
approval

Public Consultation Final 
review Publication 

16 Mar.

Effective date 
 20 Sep.

Effective date 
1 May
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